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INTRODUCTIONS
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THE MASTER PLAN PROCESS

TOWN HALL MEETING 1

October 20, 2014

Discuss Issues

and Gather Input

TOWN HALL MEETING 2

November 20, 2014

Present Options

and get Feedback

MASTER PLAN 

COUNCIL PRESENTATION 

March 9, 2015

Present Draft Plan

and Receive Direction

COMMUNITY SURVEY

Spring 2014

Solicit Opinions on

Key Issues
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Presentation (1 hour)

A Look Back

A Look at Today

A Look at the Future

Public Discussion & Feedback (1 hour)

TONIGHT’S AGENDA
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A LOOK BACK
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Right Park in the Right Place

Achievements:

•Redeveloped Colonial Park as combined neighborhood 

and community park

•Upgraded all neighborhood parks

•Developed standards for park furnishings

A Look Back Performance of Master Plan Objectives
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A Park Near Home

Achievements:

• Significant City investment in sidewalks, street lights, 

streets and intersections improves safety and access 

to parks

• Friends Park developed

• Liberty Hill remains undeveloped

• Develop the east end of Colonial Park as 

neighborhood park

A Look Back Performance of Master Plan Objectives
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Mobility in the City

Achievements:

• Sidewalk, street and lighting program

• Pedestrian bridges at Poor Farm Ditch installed

• University Blvd. promenade – not implemented

• Delineate bike routes along key streets – not 

implemented

A Look Back Performance of Master Plan Objectives
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Civic Spaces – Green Spaces

Achievements:

•City center streetscape improvements

•New restaurants and shops in city center

•Friends Park: civic space and urban landmark

•Entry sign at Weslayan/ Bissonnet

•West U Elementary School grounds improved

•Considering Auden streetscape improvements

A Look Back Performance of Master Plan Objectives
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Recreation Facilities for the Future

Achievements:

•Added programs and facilities at Recreation Center

•Added indoor swimming and recreation facilities at 

Recreation Center

•Enhanced pool at Colonial Park

A Look Back Performance of Master Plan Objectives



Parks & Open Space Master Plan – Town Hall Meeting 1

City of West University Place

A Look Back Performance of Master Plan Objectives

Recreation Facilities for the Future

Achievements:

•New streets, sidewalks and ramps dramatically improve 

access to parks

•Skate park not pursued

•Dog park not developed
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A Look Back Performance of Master Plan Objectives

Recreation Facilities for the Future

Achievements:

•Acquired and developed new Recreation Center
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A LOOK AT TODAY
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- Survey conducted Spring 2014

- 1,430 Responses (27% response)

Goals:

- To understand park use and preferences

- To understand opinions about 

acquisition and funding of new park 

property

West University is a city of park users –

56% use parks at least once a month

Survey ResultsA Look At Today
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CITIZEN PREFERENCES

- Parks within safe walking distance (70%)

- Shaded seating / benches (51%)

- Open, unstructured green spaces (45%)

- Walking paths in parks (42%)

- Playgrounds (48%)

- Linear parks with trails (37%)

- Picnic Tables (32%)

- Native plant habitat area (28%)

- Open air pavilion (25%)

- Community Garden (23%)

- Tennis Courts (20%)

- Outdoor areas for personal fitness (19%)

- Outdoor exercise equipment (14%)

- Basketball courts (15%)

- Outdoor Classroom (10%)

Survey ResultsA Look At Today
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Survey Results

PARK ACQUISITION

West U should acquire and develop land 

for a park between Buffalo Speedway and 

Edloe

- Balanced Response:

YES NEUTRAL

32% 30%38%

NO

A Look At Today
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Survey Results

PARK ACQUISITION

Support a new park near my home

Balanced Response:

YES NEUTRAL

37% 37%26%

NO

A Look At Today
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Survey Results

PARK ACQUISITION FUNDING

Preferences for funding methods:

Private Funding:

Revenue Bonds with increased taxes:

Corporate Sponsorship:

YES

96% 4%

NO

YES

31% 69%

NO

YES

85% 15%

NO

A Look At Today
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Survey Results

PARK ACQUISITION FUNDING

Support a tax increase to acquire and 

develop a new park.

Strongly opposed

YES NEUTRAL

25% 55%20%

NO

A Look At Today



Parks & Open Space Master Plan – Town Hall Meeting 1

City of West University Place

JUDSON 

PARK

COLONIAL 

PARK

RECREATION 

CENTER

HUFFINGTON 

PARK

LIBERTY

PARK

WEIR

PARK

WHITT 

JOHNSON

PARK

FRIENDS

PARK

Existing ParksA Look at Today
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Judson Park

Neighborhood Park

Redeveloped in 2011 & 2012

Facility Inventory:

• 1 Tennis Court

• Playground (ages 2-5)

• Playground (ages 5-12)

• BBQ area

• Parking (8 spaces)

Assessment Comments:

1. Park functions well as traditional 

neighborhood park.

2. Re-consider dedication of space to 

tennis court

3. Playground areas significant 

separation limits parent supervision

Park Assessment & Analysis

TENNIS

COURT

PLAYGROUND

PLAYGROUND

PICNIC AREA

A Look at Today
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Park Assessment & Analysis

Judson Park

A Look at Today
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PICNIC 

AREA

TENNIS

COURTS

PLAYGROUND

POOL

WALKING TRAIL
VOLLEYBALL

POOL HOUSE

Park Assessment & Analysis

Colonial Park

A Look at Today

PAVILION

Facility Inventory:

•Recreation Pool

•2 Tennis Courts

•Playground (ages 1-5, 6-12)

•Pavilion

•Sand Volleyball Court

•Concrete walking trail

Combined Neighborhood and 

Community Park

Redevelopment Projects:

2010: Pool, Pool House, Tennis Courts

2013: Playground, turf and furnishings

2014: Playgrounds (2-5 and 5-12)

•Parking (52 spaces)

•Open play lawn

•Picnic area

Assessment Comments:

1. Functions well as two parks.

2. East end of park needs terminus.

3. Picnic area west of pool 

inaccessible in off-season.
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Park Assessment & Analysis

Colonial Park

A Look at Today
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Neighborhood Park

Redeveloped in 2008

Facility Inventory:

•2 Tennis Courts

•Playground (ages 2-5)

•Playground (ages 5-12)

•Shade structure

•Picnic area

•Basketball half-court

Assessment Comments:

1. Well loved neighborhood park; heavily used

2. Nicely shaded

3. Park space dominated by two tennis courts. 

(Reconsider one court.)

Park Assessment & Analysis

TENNIS

COURTS

PLAYGROUND
PLAYGROUND

PICNIC AREA

BASKETBALL

COURT

Weir Park

A Look at Today
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Park Assessment & Analysis

Weir Park

A Look at Today
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City of West University Place

Whitt Johnson Park

Neighborhood Park

Redeveloped 2013

Facility Inventory:

•Playground (ages 2-5)

•Playground (ages 5-12)

•Swingset

•Picnic area

•Shade structure

•2 Basketball half-courts

•Parking (3 parallel spaces)

Assessment Comments:

1. Park elements well-integrated: columns, 

fence, furnishings 

2. Reconsider need for one half-basketball 

courts

3. Well-used park

PICNIC AREA

PLAYGROUND

BASKETBALL

COURT

Park Assessment & AnalysisA Look at Today
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Park Assessment & Analysis

Whitt Johnson Park

A Look at Today
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City of West University Place

Friends Park

Neighborhood Park

Facility Inventory:

•Picnic area

•Shade structure

•Parking (3 spaces)

Assessment Comments:

1. Successful pocket park and civic 

landmark

2. Planting and clock tower enhance 

streetscape

SHADE

STRUCTURE

Park Assessment & AnalysisA Look at Today
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City of West University Place

Friends Park

Park Assessment & AnalysisA Look at Today
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City of West University Place

Neighborhood Park

Facility Inventory:

•Playground (ages 2-5)

•Swingset

•Picnic area

•Shade structure

Assessment Comments:

1. Poor visibility into park

2. Excessive shade limits lawn growth

3. Entry hardscape outdated and 

needs repair/ replacement

4. Reconsider arbor and circular path.

PICNIC AREA

SHADE

STRUCTURE

SWINGS

PLAYGROUND

Park Assessment & Analysis

Huffington Park

A Look at Today
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City of West University Place

Park Assessment & Analysis

Huffington Park

A Look at Today
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Recreation Center

Community Park

Facility Inventory:

•Playground (ages 2-5)

•Playground (ages 5-12)

•Swingset

•Picnic area

•Shade structure

•Parking

•Ball fields

•Jogging track

•Indoor Facilities

Assessment Comments:

1. Successful facility

2. Outdoor recreation 

opportunities are limited

3. Access from 

neighborhood needs 

improvement

4. Consider park use for lot 

at northwest corner

RECREATION 

CENTER

BALLFIELDS

PLAYGROUND

Park Assessment & AnalysisA Look at Today
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Park Assessment & Analysis

Recreation Center

A Look at Today
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Liberty Hill Park

Facility Inventory:

• City Sign and 

landscaping

• Art Work

• Lawn and trees

Assessment Comments:

1. No recreation facilities

2. Primarily serves as city identification sign and 

buffer for homes from Bissonnet

3. Reconsider purpose and design of property

4. Outdated landscape at Bissonnet sign

5. Trees are in good shape and provide lots of 

shade

SIGN

ART WORK

Park Assessment & AnalysisA Look at Today
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Population Issues:

• West U population stable since 2000

• Increase in multi-family residential near WUP may 

add pressure on park facilities

• Staff estimates that 5% to 10% of WUP population 

moves in or out of the city annually

Demographic Changes:

• Master Plan will include demographic projections 

by Rice demographer Stephen Klineberg assessing 

age and ethnicity projections through 2025

• Staff observes a more diverse, global citizenry 

attending events and recreation classes.

Changes in age, ethnicity and mobility may result in 

changing recreation needs and practices.

Demographic and Population ChangesA Look at Today
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A Look at Today

Multifamily

Development

Demographic and Population Changes
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A Look at Today

WILLOW 

WATER 

HOLE PARK

DOWNTOWN

MEMORIAL

PARK

BRAYS BAYOU 

TRAIL

HERMANN

PARK

BELLAIRE 

NATURE 

CENTER

EVELLYN’S 

PARK

SOUTH CAMPUS 

SPORTS COMPLEX

Parks and Open Space Resources Outside WUP

BUFFALO 

BAYOU PARK

DISCOVERY 

GREEN

RICE 

UNIVERSITY

SUNNYSIDE

PARK
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Parks & Recreation Facilities Redevelopment 

Expenditures Since 2000

• $20 Million – City of WUP 

• $2.5 Million – Friends of WUP Parks Fund, Inc.

New Parks:

Recreation Center

Colonial Park East End

Friends Park

Major Renovation Projects

(Average $225,000 per park):

Colonial Park waterpark, tennis courts

Wier Park

Huffington Park

Community Building and Senior Center

Scout House

Judson Park

Whitt Johnson Park

Facilities Life Cycle

• Play Equipment approximately 15 years life

• Out of style after about 10 years

Parks Capital ExpendituresA Look at Today
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Parks & Recreation Department 2014 Operating Budget

• Administration $493,500

• Recreation Center $1,235,000

• Colonial Park Pool $407,700

• Senior Services $308,500

• Park Operations $540,000

Total 2014 Budget $2,984,700

Estimated 2014 Revenue $1,300,000

Net Taxpayer Expense $1,684,700

Capital Improvement Projects Funding

1. The City of West U does not budget for major park 

improvements – capital expenditures.

2. Capital improvement projects are funded by Friends 

of West University Parks or by taxpayer-approved 

City parks bonds (repaid by City taxes).

Parks BudgetA Look at Today
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JUDSON 
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Pedestrian Mobility
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Crosswalk
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& 4 Way Stop

Bridge over Poor 

Farm Ditch

Perimeter Street 

Sidewalk

Gap in Perimeter 

Street Sidewalk

Metro Bus Stop

A Look at Today

Note: Sidewalks, ramps, & 

crosswalk on all West U 

streets
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Pedestrian MobilityA Look at Today
Access to Parks
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A LOOK AT THE FUTURE
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Next Generation of West U ParksA Look at the Future

•Major Park Renovation 

⁻ Establish program for redesign and phased, 

budgeted major renovation of parks over 15 

year period
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City of West University Place

Next Generation of West U ParksA Look at the Future

•Major Park Renovation 

⁻ Opportunities for new types of facilities

⁻ Outdoor performance space/outdoor 

classroom

⁻ Restrooms in parks

⁻ Covered basketball pavilion

⁻ Skate park

⁻ Accommodate personal trainers or 

boot camps

⁻ Climbing walls
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City of West University Place

Next Generation of West U ParksA Look at the Future

•Major Park Renovation 

⁻ Opportunities for new types of facilities

⁻ Dog park 

⁻ Splash pad

⁻ Exercise stations

⁻ Community gardens

⁻ Serve evolving population 

⁻ Age

⁻ Ethnicity

⁻ Interests/needs
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Partnerships and CooperationA Look at the Future

•Continue key partnership with West 

University Parks Board and Friends of West 

University Parks

•Explore cooperative arrangements with 

Bellaire, Southside Place, City of Houston, 

Harris County Precinct 3, Harris County 

Flood Control District, and Houston Parks 

Board

⁻ Joint use

⁻ Cooperative development

⁻ Planning coordination

•Explore possibility of corporate 

partnerships
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Unstructured Open SpaceA Look at the Future

•Unstructured open space ranked high in survey

⁻ Open play lawns

⁻ Natural areas

⁻ Allow varied use of park space

•Linear open space

⁻ Walking paths

⁻ Hike & bike trails

⁻ Corridor opportunities

⁻ Bayous & drainage ways

⁻ Power line corridors

⁻ Public street right of way
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Linear Open Space OpportunitiesA Look at the Future

University Boulevard Promenade

•Create promenade using widened, enhanced 

sidewalks along each side of University Boulevard

•Provides enhanced pedestrian mobility, safety 

and access to parks

•Key east-west connector with flexible design 

minimizes conflicts with existing landscape 

features

•Creates beautiful community landmark – iconic 

West U image

UNIVERSITY BLVD PromenadeEd
lo

e
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Linear Open Space OpportunitiesA Look at the Future

Poor Farm Ditch
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Linear Open Space OpportunitiesA Look at the Future

Poor Farm Ditch

• Valuable resource with excellent location

• Ditch can be a blight or an amenity

• Issues has been studied previously with Harris 

County Flood Control District and found viable

• Various alternative solutions 

⁻ Each requires careful study and 

consideration by the community

• Long-term, costly project

Images from Harris County Flood Control District Study
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Linear Open Space OpportunitiesA Look at the Future

NORTH – SOUTH CORRIDORS

• Centerpoint right-of-way

• Newcastle Street

• Poor Farm Ditch

• All require collaboration with others
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City CenterA Look at the Future

• City Center remains the heart of West University 

and significant improvements have been made 

since 2000

• Future opportunities:

⁻ Auden streetscape improvements

⁻ City Center superblock
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City of West University Place

City CenterA Look at the Future

Auden Streetscape

⁻ Enhance pedestrian safety

⁻ Reduce traffic congestion

⁻ Enhance appearance of the street and walks

⁻ Improve pedestrian mobility at library and 

community garden 
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Existing Property OwnershipA Look at The Future
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City of West University Place

Long Term Possible Ownership StrategyA Look at The Future
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City of West University Place

City Center and Super Block IdeaA Look at The Future
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City of West University Place

Possible Long Term Campus Master PlanA Look at The Future
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City of West University Place

Funding and Financial ResourcesA Look at The Future
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Funding and Financial ResourcesA Look at The Future

•Potential Grant Assistance

•Texas Parks & Wildlife

Park Acquisition and Improvements

•Texas Department of Transportation

Multi-Modal Transportation Projects

(Past: City Center Streetscape)

•Harris County Precinct 3

Past – Pedestrian Bridges

Possible park improvements assistance

Possible In-Kind Services

Possible Library Courtyard assistance

•Houston Galveston Area Council

•WUP Parks & Recreation Department Operating Budget

•WUP Bond Funding

•Friends of WU Parks

•Corporate Partnerships

•Private Donations (Property and Funding)
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Parkland AcquisitionA Look at the Future

Parkland  Acquisition

• Survey results clearly rejected tax increase as 

payment method for park acquisition

• WUP will have available bond capacity in the future, 

without tax increases

• Master Plan should provide direction and planning 

tools for the next 10 – 15 years

• Staff and Council needs flexibility to respond to 

future opportunities and needs

- Ability to accept and develop donated 

parkland

- Tools to respond to unforeseen opportunities

• Council does not want to place restrictions on future 

Councils and citizens

JUDSON 

PARK

COLONIAL 

PARK

HUFFINGTON 

PARK

LIBERTY

PARK

WEIR

PARK

WHITT 

JOHNSON

PARK
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RECREATION 

CENTER
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Areas

Underserved
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City of West University Place

Public Discussion & Feedback

1. General Questions and Comments (15 minutes)

2. Park Facilities (15 minutes)

3. New Park Acquisition Strategy (15 minutes)

4. Linear Open Space (15 minutes)
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City of West University Place

Public Discussion & Feedback

General Questions and  Comments?
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Judson Park

TENNIS

COURT

PLAYGROUND

PLAYGROUND

PICNIC AREA

Park Facilities PreferencesPublic Discussion & Feedback
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Weir Park

TENNIS

COURTS

PLAYGROUNDPLAYGROUND

PICNIC AREA

BASKETBALL

COURT

Park Facilities PreferencesPublic Discussion & Feedback

SHADE

STRUCTURE
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City of West University Place

Whitt Johnson Park

PICNIC AREA

PLAYGROUND

BASKETBALL

COURT

Park Facilities PreferencesPublic Discussion & Feedback
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City of West University Place

Friends Park

SHADE

STRUCTURE

Park Facilities PreferencesPublic Discussion & Feedback
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City of West University Place

Park Facilities PreferencesPublic Discussion & Feedback

PICNIC AREA

SHADE

STRUCTURE

SWINGS

PLAYGROUND

Huffington Park
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City of West University Place

Liberty Hill Park

Park Facilities PreferencesPublic Discussion & Feedback

SIGN

ART WORK
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City of West University Place

Colonial Park
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Park Facilities PreferencesPublic Discussion & Feedback
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Recreation Center
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New Park Acquisition StrategyPublic Discussion & Feedback

New Park Acquisition Strategy

Acquire additional property?

Accept property gifts?

Target areas?

Funding strategies?
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City of West University Place

Linear ParksPublic Discussion & Feedback

Linear Parks

• Regional trail in Centerpoint right-of-way

• Poor Farm Ditch

• University Blvd. Promenade
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NEXT STEPSProcess

TOWN HALL MEETING 1

October 20, 2014

Discuss

and Gather Input

TOWN HALL MEETING 2

November 20, 2014

Present Options

and get Feedback

MASTER PLAN 

COUNCIL PRESENTATION 

March 9, 2015

Present Draft Plan

and Receive Direction

COMMUNITY SURVEY

Spring 2014

Solicit Opinions on

Key Issues


